Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 02746 281456Z 
44 

ACTION ACD A- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-09 10-10 ISO-OO ERDA-05 AF-06 

ARA-06 CIAE-00 DODE-OO EA-06 PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NASA-01 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OIC-02 SP-02 PA-01 PRS-01 

OES-03 SS-15 USIA-06 SAJ-01 ACDE-00 /115W 

097129 

P R 281419Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7676 
INFO AMEMBASSY GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
USMISSION USKN NY 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 2746 

E.O. 1 1652 XGDS 1 - DECLAS FEB 28, 1976 
TAGS: PARM, CCD, UN, UR, FI 

SUBJ: SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF UNSYG TO CCD 
REF: A. MOSCOW 2585; B. USUN 0584 

1. ROLAND TIMERBAYEV, DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE SOVIET MFA'S 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION TOLD EMBOFF ON 
FEBRUARY 27 THAT HIS OFFICE HAD RECEIVED WORK THAT DAY THAT 
FINLAND HAD PROPOSED ITS AMBASSADOR TO YUGOSLAVIA TO REPLACE 
PASTINEN. TIMERBAYEV SAID THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD HAVE TO 
EXAMINE HIS QUALIFICATIONS, BUT HE HINTED THAT SOVIET 
APPROVAL WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 

2. TIMBERBAYEV SAID THAT MOSCOW HAD EARLIER AGREED TO SUPPORT 
THE INDIAN CANDIDATE, BUT THAT HE WAS APPARENTLY NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO "OTHERS, INCLUDING YOU.” THE SWEDISH CANDIDATE, 
SAID TIMERBAYEV, WAS ALSO WELL QUALIFIED. BUT SINCE THE 

U.S. AND SOME OTHERS FELT THAT IT WAS PREFERABLE TO KEEP 
A FINN IN THE CHAIR, MOSCOW HAD NO OBJECTION, PROVIDED 
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THAT THE CANDIDATE WAS QUALIFIED. ON THE APPARENT 
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MISCOMMUNICATIONS, TIMERBAYEV SAID THAT MOSCOW'S 
POSITION HAD BEEN CONSISTENT FROM THE OUTSET: THAT 
THEY WOULD NEITHER ACCEPT NOR REJECT A FINNISH CANDIDATE 
UNTIL ONE WAS NAMED. 

3. COMMENT: IF THE SOVIETS WERE INDEED PLAYING A 
GAME ON THIS QUESTION, THEY HAVE EVIDENTLY DECIDED THAT 
IT WAS NOT WORTH CONTINUING, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEIR 
MAIN ARGUMENT HAS NOW BEEN ANSWERED. TIMERBAYEV'S 
COMMENTS HINTED STRONGLY THAT SOVIET APPROVAL WOULD NOW 
BE PRO FORMA. 

STOESSEL 
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